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PAUL GAUGUIN

and the mocking label of Impressionists was given to them*
They were bound together by their adherence to the three-
colour concept. Their personal technical methods and ten-
dencies were left to them to develop as they wished. This new
group enjoyed the generous ridicule of the public and the
angry hatred of the Ecole des Beaux-Arts, while the critics were
almost unanimous in their impatient incomprehension*
The meeting-place of the Impressionists was the Caft
Guerbois, in Montmartre, and here Gauguin went in the
evenings, when he and Mette were not receiving his friends
in his house, to meet those painters whom he knew and to
make the acquaintance of others. Cfeannc and Monet were
among his early friends, as well as Manet and Guillaumin.
To Manet he showed one of his canvases, saying that
he was but an amateur, an Exchange broker who painted only
on Sundays and on holidays, Manet, liking the picture and
wishing to encourage him, replied: "There are no amateurs
but only those who paint bad pictures/'
Gauguin now possessed paintings by nearly all the members
of the group* Rotonchamp mentions "a canvas by Manet, several
Renoirs, canvases by Claude Monet, Cezanne, Pissarro,
Guillaumin and Sisley, a Jongkind, a Lewis Brown and two
drawings by Daumier."
At last, in 1880, Gauguin appeared with the Impressionists
at the fifth Exhibition of the group, held in the rue des
Pyramides. Joris-Karl Huysmans, the critic, was one of the few
who attempted to understand the movement, but Gauguin's
paintings in this exhibition appeared to him to be merely a
dilution of the works of Carnille Pissarro.
It was at about this time also that Gauguin's distant rela-
tion, Juan Martin Echenique, the son of President Echenique,
came to Paris on a financial mission for the government of
Peru, A loan, guaranteed by the rich guano deposits on islands
off the Peruvian coast, was being arranged with a Paris bank.
Echenique stayed with a sister who possessed a large house in
the rue de Chaillot and two beautiful daughters. This lady,